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expanded the Black Canyon of the Gunnison
National Monument under the authority pro-
vided by the Antiquities Act. S. 323 redesignates
the Monument as a National Park and expands
its size. These actions add geographical and rec-
reational diversity and protect the rural scenic
backdrop of this spectacular gorge. The expan-
sion will also enhance existing park resources
and provide greater opportunities for visitor use
and enjoyment.

Like other National Parks, the Black Canyon
of the Gunnison belongs to all Americans, an
heirloom to be passed on from generation to
generation. As such, it deserve the highest level
of protection to ensure that the outstanding
characteristics and qualities that make it worthy
for National Park status will never be degraded.

In the words of geologist Wallace Hansen,
‘‘[n]o other canyon in North America combines
the depth, narrowness, sheerness, and somber
countenance of the Black Canyon of the Gunni-
son.’’ Through this Act, we recognize for all
future generations the unique combination of
geologic and biologic features that make the
canyon such an awe-inspiring place.

The Act represents a continuing commitment
to the protection of our Nation’s wilderness re-
sources, by expanding the existing Black Canyon
of the Gunnison Wilderness by over 4,400 acres
and by establishing the 17,700-acre Gunnison
Gorge Wilderness that will be managed by the
Bureau of Land Management.

The Act also creates the 57,725-acre Gunni-
son Gorge National Conservation Area, which
includes the Gunnison Gorge Wilderness. This
recognition is deserved for an area that offers
a variety of natural and geologic features and
unsurpassed recreational opportunities. The Bu-
reau of Land Management will be responsible
for managing these lands, and as directed by
the Act, will develop a management plan to
ensure the long-range protection of the con-
servation area.

Finally, S. 323 calls for a land study for
Curecanti National Recreation Area. This study
will seek solutions to protect Curecanti’s scenic,
natural, and cultural resource values and deter-
mine the best management strategies for this
popular recreation area.

This Act will protect unique natural resources
that will continue to be enjoyed by all Ameri-
cans for many years. We can be proud of the
legacy of park, public land, and wilderness pro-
tection that we are leaving for the generations
to come.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

October 21, 1999.

NOTE: S. 323, approved October 21, was assigned
Public Law No. 106–76.

Remarks at a Reception for Senator Edward M. Kennedy
October 21, 1999

Thank you. Is this a rowdy crowd or what?
[Laughter] You know, I’m not used to showing
up and being the straight man. [Laughter] This
is a very emotional moment for me. [Laughter]
When I was in the 10th grade, Ted Kennedy
was in the Senate. [Laughter] And when I retire
from two terms as President, Ted Kennedy will
be in the Senate. [Laughter] And I resent it.
[Laughter]

I don’t know what Patrick’s doing here. He’s
supposed to be raising money for House Mem-
bers. [Laughter] You may have cost us four seats
tonight, with all this money going here. [Laugh-
ter] Actually, he got an excused absence from

Master Gephardt to come here tonight, and I’m
grateful.

Let me say a couple of words seriously. I
am genuinely honored to be here. I love Edward
Kennedy. And I am something of a student of
the history of our country. I just—one of our
guests tonight gave me a biography of Chester
Arthur, because I don’t own one. I’ve got this
great—I’ve read all about all of our Presidents;
I’ve studied the history of the United States
Congress.

I do believe that any fair reading of that his-
tory would say that Edward Kennedy was one
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of the four or five most productive, ablest, great-
est United States Senators that ever served this
great Republic of ours.

And I am grateful for this family’s commit-
ment to public service. There is no question—
I was a Governor for 12 years, and I care a
lot about these issues that the States deal with.
There’s no question that Kathleen has done
more with the job of Lieutenant Governor than
any person in her position in the United States
of America and that Maryland was the first
State—thanks to her—to make community serv-
ice a part of the requirement of being a student
in the public schools. And that is very, very
important.

And you know, I said I was in the 10th grade
when Ted went to the Senate. Patrick looks
like he’s in the 10th grade—[laughter]—and yet,
here he is. You know, he’s been here 31⁄2
months or something in the Congress, and he’s
already the head of the campaign committee.
[Laughter] So I think that there is no limit
to what he can and will do in the Congress.
And you already heard him say he’s trying to
recruit one of his brothers—I mean one of
Kathleen’s brothers to run for the Congress in
Illinois. So we are grateful for the service of
this Senator and this family. And, you know,
Vicki is my neighbor from Louisiana, so they’ve
shown a certain affinity for Southerners. [Laugh-
ter]

I want you to know something else, too, that
I’m grateful for. In January of 1992 Jackie came
to a fundraiser for me when I was running fifth
in New Hampshire, and reached out to my wife
and to my daughter in ways that I will never
forget. One month after, her son had also come
to an event for me, when I think I was running
sixth in New Hampshire. [Laughter] So we’ve
had this marvelous friendship.

Sargent Shriver was, yesterday, with me when
we celebrated the fifth anniversary of
AmeriCorps. We’ve had 150,000 young people
in 5 years serve their country in citizen service,
earned some money to go to college. We’ve
done a lot of things together.

But the reason that you’re here and the rea-
son you ought to be here is that a lot of big
decisions are going to be made in the next few
years. And it’ll make a big difference if Ted
Kennedy is in the Senate. We also have a gen-
uine, legitimate chance to be in the congres-
sional majority again. And that’s very important.

But I said in ’92 if people would vote for
me, I would try to reinstitute the basic values
of opportunity, responsibility, and community.
I said that we would try some new ideas that
would transform our country. I said in ’96, ‘‘If
you’ll reelect me, I’ll try to build this country
a bridge to the 21st century.’’ I might have
said, in starker terms, that this country was in
tough shape in ’92, and drifting and divided.
A lot of people have forgotten that.

And I feel that we have sort of turned around,
just like a big ship in the middle of the ocean,
and we’re steaming in the right direction. Any
statistic I could quote—we have the longest
peacetime expansion in history, 191⁄2 million
new jobs, the highest homeownership ever. And
just listen—when people ask you why they ought
to be for the Democrats—we have the lowest
unemployment in 29 years, the lowest welfare
rolls in 30 years, the lowest poverty rate in 20
years, the lowest crime rate in 26 years, the
lowest murder rate in 31 years, the first back-
to-back surpluses in 42 years, all with a Govern-
ment that is the smallest it’s been since John
Kennedy was President in 1962, 37 years ago.
And Ted Kennedy was at the center of every
decision that was made that made that possible.
And you should be proud of that.

Now, next time you meet somebody that says
they’re going to vote for a Republican for the
Congress or the White House, you give them
those statistics and ask them what their answer
is.

But what I want to tell you is we can build
that bridge. But the people of this country are
going to make some profound decisions. And
there are profound differences. Are we really
going to do what the Republicans want and give
all the non-Social Security surplus away in a
tax cut? If they get the White House and Con-
gress, we will.

Are we going to meet the challenge of the
aging of America? The number of people over
65 is going to double in 30 years. I hope to
live to be one of them. [Laughter] We’ll have
two people working for every one person draw-
ing Social Security. We have a chance and an
obligation to save Social Security, to reform
Medicare, to restore some of the cuts we put
in that were excessive 2 years ago, to add a
prescription drug benefit, and to take care of
the elderly of this country, which all of the
young people should favor, because it means
they won’t have to do it and they’ll have the
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money to raise our grandchildren. It’s a big
issue.

Are we going to take seriously our responsi-
bility to the largest and most diverse group of
students in our history, and modernize their
schools and connect their classrooms to the
Internet, and give them teachers so they’ll have
small classes with well-trained teachers in the
early grades, and give them the after-school and
the summer school programs they need? Or are
we going to squander that opportunity?

Are we going to do something, finally, for
the people and places that have been left behind
in this recovery? Yes, we’ve got the lowest pov-
erty rate in 20 years; that’s the good news. The
bad news is that there’s still about 20 percent
of our kids in poverty and a higher percentage
of minority children. And we have a chance
to bring the benefits of enterprise to people
who want to work in places left behind. Are
we going to do it or walk away from it?

And I hope to persuade Congress that, well,
we can do all this and still over the next 15
years pay down our debt until we’re debt-free
for the first time since 1835. And I think an-
other one of your nephews, Joe Kennedy, used
to talk about this when he was in Congress:
The liberal party ought to be for doing that,
because it means lower interest rates; more jobs;
more investment; higher incomes; lower costs
for home loans, for student loans, for car loans,
and for credit cards. It means average people
will live better. And I think we ought to do
it, since we can meet our other responsibilities
as well.

These are just some of the big opportunities
that are out there that we’re for. And there
are big differences on whether we ought to have
a Patients’ Bill of Rights; big differences on
whether we ought to continue to have respon-
sible measures to keep guns out of the hands
of criminals and kids.

We are 6 months past that Columbine mas-
sacre, and we still haven’t acted to close the
gun show loophole. And the same crowd that’s
blocking it said, when we passed the Brady bill
in 1993, that the crooks don’t get their guns
at gun shops; they get them at gun shows and
flea markets; you won’t stop anybody with the
Brady bill. Well, 400,000 stops later, they have
quit making that argument, but now they don’t
want us to do a background check where they
said the crooks were buying the guns.

And let me tell you something else that you
ought to say. I want people to use this. This
is not just a matter of crime. The accidental
death rate of children from guns in the United
States is 9 times higher than the combined
death rate of the next 25 biggest industrial coun-
tries in the world. Let me say that again: 9
times higher than the next 25 industrial coun-
tries combined—together.

So we’ve still got a lot of work to do. And
I guess what I want to tell you is, I’m grateful
that I had a chance to serve. I’m not running
for anything. I’m here—I kind of wish I were,
actually, but I’m not. [Laughter] And I’m here,
I’m here because I care about my country. I
care about my daughter’s world. I care about
the grandchildren I hope to have someday. And
we’ve turned this country around.

In my lifetime, we have never had a chance
like this. When President Kennedy and Presi-
dent Johnson served, we had a good economy,
but they had to deal with the crisis of civil
rights and the problems of the cold war.

We have an opportunity not just to eliminate
legal discrimination—which we ought to con-
tinue to do with the employment nondiscrimina-
tion act and all of that—but we have an oppor-
tunity to create the world of our dreams.

That’s why I was upset about the Comprehen-
sive Test Ban Treaty, and I’m mad that we’re
not paying our U.N. dues, and why I think we
ought to pay off the debt of the world’s poorest
countries: because we can create the world of
our dreams, at home and beyond our borders.
And there is nobody better qualified to be the
conscience and the heart and the tactical leader
of that struggle than Senator Kennedy. Nobody.
This is a big deal.

So I’m telling you, I want you to feel this.
I am grateful for having had the chance to serve.
I am grateful that all these numbers I can reel
off, and they sound so good. But the truth is,
nobody thinks we have given everyone oppor-
tunity. No one thinks we have really built one
America. No one believes this country is a safe
as it can be. No one believes we’ve met all
our obligations to the environment. No one be-
lieves that we have met our obligations or seized
our opportunities in the world toward which
we’re moving.

So beyond all the issues, you just have to
keep this simple idea in mind: This country is
in good shape, and it is moving in the right
direction. And for the only time in my lifetime,
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as a people, we have a chance to shape the
future of our dreams. It will only happen if
we elect the right dreamers.

Thank you for being here.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:52 p.m. in the
a private residence. In his remarks, he referred

to Lt. Gov. Kathleen Kennedy Townsend of Mary-
land; Vicki Kennedy, wife of Senator Edward M.
Kennedy; R. Sargent Shriver, first Director of the
Peace Corps; and former Representative Joseph
P. Kennedy II.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Dinner
October 21, 1999

Thank you. I will be brief, because I want
to spend most of our time in a conversation.
But I would like to say a few things.

First, I want to thank Senator Kerry for once
again opening his home. I was here not very
long ago with at least some of you who are
here. I want to thank him for his genuine com-
mitment to modernizing our party and to mak-
ing it an instrument of progress and an instru-
ment for bringing our country together. And
I’m very grateful for the truly exceptional effort
he’s made.

On the way in, Joe Andrew, our DNC chair,
said that John Kerry had done more personally
than any other Member of the Congress to try
to help modernize and strengthen our party,
in the last few months, particularly. So I thank
you for that. And I thank Teresa in her absence,
and I think she did the right thing to fulfill
her responsibility. [Laughter] We always say
we’re for opportunity and responsibility, and—
[laughter]—she’s had a fair share of one and
discharged the lion’s share of another. And we
appreciate that.

I want to thank Governor Romer and Beth
Dozoretz and all of the other people who are
here from the Democratic Party and all of you.

Let me just say—I want to tell you a story.
A lot of you know that Hillary and I—because
of her, not me; it was her idea—have had a
series of evenings at the White House called
Millennium Evenings, this year, which we have
primarily disseminated to the public at large
through the Internet. It’s been covered by C–
SPAN and occasionally by CNN and obviously
by print reporters who come in. But the primary
means of connecting to these Millennium Eve-
nings has been through the Internet. And at
the end of whatever we do, we allow people

to—not only in the audience; there are always
200, 300 people in the audience—we allow peo-
ple to send us questions from all over the world.

And it’s been a fascinating thing. We started
off with a history of the United States and
where we are now compared to the roots of
our Founders, in a lecture by Bernard Bailyn,
the distinguished professor at Harvard. We’ve
had a poetry night with the last three poet laure-
ates of our country and a lot of inner-city kids
in Washington and all kinds of people in-be-
tween, reading their poems and talking about
poetry.

The great Wynton Marsalis came and played
and lectured on the history of jazz as a unique
American art form in the 20th century. Stephen
Hawking came all the way from Cambridge and
talked about black holes and undiscovered gal-
axies of the 21st century and what it will mean
for the nature and our understanding of time.
And we’ve had eight of these evenings. It’s been
amazing. Elie Wiesel talked about the price of
indifference in the 20th century and how we
couldn’t have it in the 21st.

Last week we had a man named Lander from
Harvard who’s an expert in genomics, and a
man named Cerf from MCI that had something
to do with the establishment of the Internet,
the architect, that all of you know. And what
they were talking about was the intersection of
genomics and the revolution in computer tech-
nology.

And the scientist, the genomics guy, said that
it would really not have been possible, first to
decode the human gene and then to figure out
anything useful to do with the decoding, were
it not for the computer and for digital tech-
nology, generally. And he said—he was talking
about how one of the things we’ve been trying
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